Shelley Community Association
Minutes of meeting held on Mon 12th Jan 2026
 15 people attended incl P Cllr Ray Bray, 9 Apologies received

Rural Veterans’ Hub Founder Linda Rudkin told us the Hub is growing in numbers but there is room for more to join. Trips out and Café provision helps the ex-military form social bonds, with well-being and provides practical support.  They have members from the army, air force and navy and those who undertook National Service. We are fortunate that they meet in Shelley Village Hall. Please contact Linda for more information
Our MP Jade Botterill supports the Hub as she does many groups and brought the Hub to the notice of John Healey, Defence Minister..he writes it is ‘a personal privilege..to thank you for the extraordinary work you do..you exemplify the spirit of service that binds our community together.’

Chair’s Report
The Welly Walk this year was a huge success with nearly 150 people joining both walks on a cold, dry New Year’s Day including some very young children. There were even walkers from Doncaster. The Village Hall was packed and £245 was taken in donations  in a very jolly atmosphere. Many thanks to David, Carol, Rebecca, Damian, Sue, Lorna, Malcolm, Helen and Lynn for leading the walks or helping in with refreshments.
Xmas Lights – many thanks to Claire, Ian and Peter Newton and team for making sure Shelley was lit for Christmas. There were lots of positive comments about the lights round the Village Hall and the Christmas Tree there.
Neighbourhood Watch Bev Wilson of West Yorkshire Police to talk at Village Hall on Monday 23rd March 5.30-6.30pm with lots of security tips
Stretch Gate clean-up – a collaboration between Shelley and Shepley instigated by Cllr John Taylor. Volunteers managed to clear this popular linking footpath between Shelley and the shops and station at Shepley and thanks to those who took part.
Shelley Magazine – the new look has been much appreciated by residents especially the colour of the cover and photographs. The Magazine team are now looking for photos for the front cover. Many thanks to them for rejuvenating a much-loved Magazine.
Sir Christopher Dean was sent a card of congratulations on his recent Honour.

Treasurer’s Report: Usual activity incl two large sums on roof inspection and servicing of fire alarm and payment of £5 for annual peppercorn rent to KPC.

Village Hall Report: Some plumbing issues resolved and Broadband installed.
New volunteers are wanted for  Village Hall maintenance.

Environment report: Professor Adrian Pitts, a long-time resident of Shelley, is to be congratulated on becoming Chair of Natural Kirklees. 
Owl boxes – a veteran at the Rural Veterans Hub makes owl and bird boxes and will be approached.
A crack has been noticed in wall behind seat on Far Bank. Although not urgent it will be reported to Cllr Bill Armer.

Kirkburton Parish Council: Small Annual grants are set to rise from £300 to £350pa.
Ray outlined support from Royal Voluntary Service in supplying books, audio books and jigsaws as well as a weekly welfare phone check.

Events: Emley Open Gardens  20th/21st June and  Burton Open Gardens  27th/28th June

Date of next meeting: Mon 9th Feb 7.30pm in Shelley V. Hall. All residents welcome.

Want to know how to keep your home secure? Come along to hear Bev Wilson of West Yorkshire Police tell you how on Monday 23rd March from 5.30-6.30pm in Shelley Village Hall – all welcome.

